II
INDIA'S RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE
Every Indian, man, woman and child, has a right to free*
dom, not as a gift from the British but as their birthright.
Without a free India, there cannot be a free world. We
shall not have world peace, if India cannot have control of
her own destinies, nor shall we have world economic recovery
while India is in constant ferment in the heart of the East.
Neitner can there be any world reconstruction in an authentic
sense until the problem of India has been rightly solved. The
only right solution is for India to become a free nation among
the nations of the world. It is doubtful whether the British
themselves can carry on with a Colonial Empire on their
backs. When the freedom of India has become accomplished,
the free people of India will want to be friends of the people
of Britain. There will be born a new era of co-operation
and cordiality for the benefit of the world.
Speaking on the debate on the British Cabinet Mission to
India in the Commons the Prime Minister, Mr. Atrlee, said
that it was the Government's intention to let the Mission put
forth every effort to help India attain her freedom as speedily
as she could.
Referring to the Opposition's demand that minority rights-
should not be ignored, Mr. Attlee said, 4t We are mindful of
the rights of the minorities and the minorities should be able
to live free from fear. On the other hand, we cannot allow
a minority to place their veto on the advance of a majority/*
He added, |A You cannot make Indians responsible for govern-
ing themselves and at the same time retain over here the res*
ponsibility for treatment of minorities and powers of interven*
tion on their behelf."
The Premier stated the desire of the Government to set
up an interim Government in India while the details of the
new constitution were being worked out.
Before discussing the British Cabinet Mission to India, the
House of Commons gave a second reading to the India